
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 10 September 2014 
 
Dear Councillor 
 
ELECTORAL WORKING GROUP 
 
A meeting of the Electoral Working Group will be held at the Council Offices, London 
Road, Saffron Walden on Thursday, 18 September 2014 at 5.00pm. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
JOHN MITCHELL 
 
Chief Executive 
 

A G E N D A 
 
1 Apologies and declarations of interest. 
 
2 Minutes of the meeting held on 6 August 2014. 
 
3 Business arising. 
 
4 Proposed scheme for stage 2 consultation. 
 
5 Date of next meeting. 
 
 
To: Councillors R Chambers, J Davey, A Dean, J Freeman, E Hicks, J 

Ketteridge, M Lemon and J Rose  
 
Lead Officer: Peter Snow 
Democratic Services Officer: Rebecca Dobson 
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ELECTORAL WORKING GROUP held at COUNCIL OFFICES  LONDON 
ROAD  SAFFRON WALDEN on 6 AUGUST 2014 at 7pm 

 
  Present: Councillor R Chambers – Chairman.  

Councillors J Davey, A Dean, E Hicks, J Ketteridge, R Lemon and 
J Rose. 

 
Officers in attendance:  P Snow (Democratic and Electoral Services Manager) 

and R Dobson (Principal Democratic Services Officer.  
 

EWG1  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 
  Councillor Chambers was proposed and duly elected as Chairman. 
 

 
EWG2  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Freeman.    
 

 
EWG3 MINUTES  
 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 30 May 2013 were received and signed by 

the Chairman as a correct record.  
 
 
EWG4  WORK PROGRAMME 2014/15 
 

The Democratic and Electoral Services Manager summarised key elements from 
the proposed work programme for 2014/15.  The programme would include the 
polling district review; consideration of the scale of Returning Officer’s fees at 
district and parish elections and consideration of a programme of Community 
Governance Reviews (parish reviews) in the next two years.   

 
The Democratic and Electoral Services Manager said this was a rolling 
programme, due to the challenge of scheduling an onerous level of work whilst 
the department was also dealing with the new individual electoral registration 
system, and preparing for the May 2015 elections.  It was likely there would be a 
number of contentious development sites coming forward which would require 
review.  It was therefore probable that the community governance review would 
have to be undertaken after the new council was returned, and in due course a 
timetable for the work would be prepared for members’ agreement. 
 

 
EWG5  REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS, POLLING PLACES AND STATIONS 
 

The Democratic and Electoral Services Manager presented a report seeking 
members’ approval of the timetable, process and terms of reference for the 
review of the polling districts and places to be carried out.   
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This was a statutory review, which had to be completed by the end of January 
2015.  However, following the new boundaries implemented by Parliamentary 
Order following the Further Electoral Review in 2013/14, this review would in any 
event have been necessary.   
 
The boundary changes primarily affected Saffron Walden and Stansted wards, 
and to some extent Dunmow.   
 
The Democratic and Electoral Services Manager said that due to the tight 
timetable for the polling district review, the consultation had started the previous 
day. He asked Members to agree terms of reference as set out in Appendix C, 
updated to reflect the timetable to be considered at this meeting.   
 

AGREED to adopt the terms of reference as set out in the 
appendix.      

 
The Democratic and Electoral Services Manager said whilst limits on staffing 
capacity would mean not all polling districts and places could be visited, visits 
would be made to all where representations had been made.  He referred 
members to the draft scheme set out in the report, an updated version of which 
was circulated to show the figures calculated for the revised ward boundaries.  

 
The Democratic and Electoral Services Manager drew attention to a list of 
‘problem areas’ which would need consideration.  Proposals would be drafted 
after responses to the initial consultation had been received, and would be 
brought to the next meeting.  There would then be a further consultation period.  
Members would then meet again, to make recommendations to Full Council.  
The changes would be published and implemented in the new electoral register 
on 1 December 2014.   

 
The Chairman thanked the Democratic and Electoral Services Manager and 
invited members to comment.   
 
Councillor Dean expressed concern at the short consultation period allowed for 
in the timetable, as parish councils tended not to have meetings during August.   
 
The Chairman agreed, and asked whether the timetable could be extended. 
 
The Democratic and Electoral Services Manager said all representations would 
be considered, even if received after the deadline for the consultation.  The 
review could not be started earlier due to staff workload.  Nevertheless there 
would be a thorough review as the process included a second consultation 
period.  The recommendations following the consultation had to be approved by 
Full Council, so the scheduled meeting of Full Council on 21 October 2014 had 
seemed the most likely opportunity for this to be done.  However, if members 
wished, an extraordinary Full Council meeting could be called in order to allow 
for an extended timetable.   
 
The Chairman suggested the possibility of recruiting additional staff and said 
funding could be made available for this purpose.   
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The Democratic and Electoral Services Manager thanked the Chairman and said 
additional resources had been obtained, and he was satisfied there was 
currently sufficient capacity.     
 
Further discussion of the timescale took place.  It was noted the Polling District 
Review timetable was imposed nationally, and the new scheme had to be in 
place by the end of January 2015.  In the case of Uttlesford, the changes agreed 
under last year’s Further Electoral Review would at the same time be 
implemented in accordance with the Order finalising that process, which had 
been made on 20 May 2014. 
 
Councillor Davey asked about parish boundary changes arising from 
development in “sector 4” in Dunmow.  He was concerned that as occupancy of 
new developments increased, boundaries ought to be resolved at the 
appropriate time. 
 
The Democratic and Electoral Services Manager explained that under a 
community governance review it was necessary to consult those people who 
were most likely to be affected by the changes, in order to reflect community 
identities.   It was therefore preferable to wait until occupants were living at the 
sites.  
 

  Councillor Dean asked about issues affecting wards in Stansted.   
 

The Democratic and Electoral Services Manager said inevitably there would be 
changes to polling district boundaries in Stansted, and also in Saffron Walden, 
due to imbalances in the numbers of voters following the ward boundary 
changes.  As a general rule, it was advisable to limit numbers of voters for each 
polling district to no more than 3000.  
 

AGREED to revise the timetable to allow a longer 
consultation period.   

 
 

  The next meeting would be at 5pm on 18 September 2014.   
 
  The meeting ended at 7.40pm.  
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Committee: Electoral Working Group Agenda Item 

4 Date: 18 September 2014 

Title: Review of polling districts and places: 

Proposed scheme  

Author: Rebecca Dobson 

Principal Democratic Services Officer 

Item for decision 

Summary 
 

1. At its previous meeting the Electoral Working Group agreed a timetable for the 
review of polling districts and places.  The first consultation closes on 15 
September.  Members are requested to consider proposals for the second 
stage of consultation.  

Recommendations 
 

2. To approve adoption of a proposed scheme for stage 2 consultation.   
 

Financial Implications 
 

3. There are no financial implications arising from this recommendation: 
 
Background Papers 

 
4. The following papers were referred to by the author in the preparation of this 

report and are available for inspection from the author of the report. 
 

All papers referred to have already been published. 
 

Impact  
 

5.   

Communication/Consultation By publication on the Council’s website and 
by direct consultation with all interested 
parties 

Community Safety No direct impact 

Equalities Take account of the need to designate 
where possible only fully accessible 
buildings 

Health and Safety See under Equalities above 
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Human Rights/Legal 
Implications 

The Council must comply with legislation in 
conducting compulsory reviews 

Sustainability No impact 

Ward-specific impacts All wards 

Workforce/Workplace No implications 

 
Situation 
 

6. The process to be followed for the review of polling districts and places was 
set out in the report to the meeting of the Electoral Working Group on 6 August 
2014.  Members agreed to extend the proposed timetable to allow more time 
for representations to be made.  Under the revised timetable the closing date 
for the initial consultation is 15 September. 

7. Proposals for a revised scheme are attached to this report, at Appendix 1.       

8. Representations received to date are attached as Appendix 2.  Any further 
representations received will be made available to Members at the meeting. 

Risk Analysis 
 

9.       

Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigating actions 

3 – the purpose of 
the review is to 
identify suitable 
arrangements for 
polling in every 
polling district 

2 – action may 
be needed to 
change polling 
places in 
some areas 
and to identify 
new places 
where ward 
boundaries 
have changed 

3 – the impact 
of continuing 
to operate an 
unsuitable 
polling 
scheme would 
be significant 

Full consultation and 
proper examination of 
all potential polling 
premises as part of 
the statutory review 

 
1 = Little or no risk or impact 
2 = Some risk or impact – action may be necessary. 
3 = Significant risk or impact – action required 
4 = Near certainty of risk occurring, catastrophic effect or failure of project. 
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Appendix 1 
 
Proposed Scheme of Revised Polling Districts in Uttlesford from 1 December 2014 
 

PD ref Ward Polling District Electorate 
July 2014 

 Proposals 

AAA Ashdon Ashdon 716 Polling place and district boundary satisfactory, no change proposed 
 

AAB Ashdon Hadstock 275 No change proposed 
 

AAC Ashdon Little Walden 179 Minor change proposed – this is to align the polling district boundary 
with the new ward boundary (from December 2014) dividing Ashdon  
ward from Saffron Walden Castle ward as defined in The Uttlesford 
(Electoral Changes) Order 2014 
 

AAD Ashdon Sewards End 424 No change proposed 
 

 Ashdon  1594 
 

 

ABA Broad Oak & the 
Hallingburys 
 

Great Canfield 350 No change proposed 

ABB Broad Oak & the  
Hallingburys 
 

Great Hallingbury 610 No change proposed 
 

ABC Broad Oak & the 
Hallingburys 
 

Hatfield Broad Oak 863 No change proposed 
 

ABD Broad Oak & the  
Hallingburys 
 
 

Bush End 113 No change proposed 
 

Page 7



 

2 
 

ABE Broad Oak & the 
Hallingburys 
 

Little Hallingbury 1241 No change proposed 
 

 Broad Oak & the 
Hallingburys 
 

 3177 
 

 

ACA Clavering Arkesden 290 No change proposed 
 

ACB Clavering Clavering 1006 No change proposed 
 

ACC Clavering Langley 290 No change proposed 
 

ACD Clavering Wicken Bonhunt 197 No change proposed 
 

 Clavering  1787 
 

 

ADA Debden & Wimbish Debden 632 No change proposed 
 

ADB Debden & Wimbish Wimbish (Carver    
Barracks) 
 

525 No change proposed 

ADC Debden & Wimbish Wimbish (Village) 484 No change proposed 
 

 Debden & Wimbish  1641 
 

 

AEA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elsenham & Henham 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elsenham 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1892 No change proposed – however, please note that significant residential 
development is likely to take place in Elsenham within the next few  
years; at some point, perhaps before the next statutory review is due, 
it might become necessary to divide Elsenham into more than one 
polling district; this would become needed once the electorate exceeds 
2,500 and require an interim review; one possible option is to pre-empt 
this expected change by creating an additional polling district now; 
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AEA 
cont. 

Elsenham & Henham 
cont. 

Elsenham cont. however, this is probably premature as part of the current review; it 
would be difficult, in advance of the development taking place, to define 
a suitable boundary between the two polling districts, and to designate a 
conveniently located polling place. 
 
Although not directly relevant to this review, development at the  
Fairfield site would probably overspill the parish boundary with Henham 
and necessitate a community governance review. 
 

AEB Elsenham & Henham 
cont. 
 

Henham 948 The tiny parish of Chickney was previously attached to Henham for 
polling purposes but will now be transferred to Broxted following the 
change in ward boundaries. 
 
Please note the comments above about the probable need for a  
community governance review. 
 

 Elsenham & Henham 
 

 2840 
 

 

AFA Felsted & Stebbing Felsted East 382 No change proposed 
 

AFB Felsted & Stebbing Felsted West 1970 No change proposed 
 

AFC Felsted & Stebbing Stebbing 1073 No change proposed 
 

 Felsted & Stebbing 
 

 3425  

AGA Flitch Green & Little 
Dunmow 
 

Flitch Green 1338 No change proposed 

AGB 
 
 

Flitch Green & Little  
Dunmow 
 

Little Dunmow 
 
 

252 No change proposed; however, the polling place was changed in 2011 
from the Flitch of Bacon Public House to the Community Meeting Room 
off Brook Street; a number of members of the public complained in 20* 
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AGB 
Cont. 

Flitch Green & Little 
Dunmow cont. 

Little Dunmow cont. about the designation of the polling place at this location remote from  
the village centre and along an unlit lane. 
 
The Flitch of Bacon was considered to be unsatisfactory when last 
reviewed because the polling place has to be located in the restaurant 
which is part of the licensed public house.  Although the polling place   
is screened off from the bar area it was not regarded as being able to 
provide sufficient separation to safeguard secrecy of the vote. 
  
It must be conceded that the Community Centre is less convenient for 
the majority of electors than the Flitch of Bacon and that both buildings 
should be evaluated as part of this review to assess their suitability.   
An assessment will be made and reported back to members. 
 

 Flitch Green & Little 
Dunmow 
 

 1590  

AHA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Dunmow North 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Dunmow  
North-East 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1512 
+423 

=1935  

A change to the polling district boundary is proposed to take account of  
new development at Woodlands Park.  Some change is needed  
because the existing boundary runs through the middle of a site of 351   
houses immediately to the south of Helena Romanes School.  There are  
a further 250 unoccupied new houses elsewhere at Woodlands Park. 
 
To accommodate the 600 additional houses, it is proposed to transfer  
423 electors at Newton Green, Jubilee Court and Waldgrooms from 
Great Dunmow North-West to the North-East polling district.  The polling 
district boundary is proposed to be realigned to run from the ward 
boundary on Stortford Road to the west and north of Newton Green and 
Waldgrooms and then immediately east of the extent of the Woodlands 
Park estate and west of the Emblems development to the northern ward  
boundary south of Newton Hall. 
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AHA  
cont. 

Great Dunmow North 
cont. 

Great Dunmow 
North-East cont. 

The Dourdan Pavilion is proposed to be retained as the polling place.   
although the building is not central to the polling district it is situated in a 
convenient location for the majority of electors. 
 

AHB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Dunmow North 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Dunmow 
North-West 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1661 
-423 

=1238 

Changes are proposed to the polling district boundary as described  
above having the immediate effect of transferring 423 electors from the 
North-West to the North-East polling district.  This will make space for  
the estimated 1000-1200 additional electors expected to occupy the  
additional houses coming on stream at Woodlands Park.  It will have the 
effect that the polling district will consist almost exclusively of electors 
resident at Woodlands Park.    
 
The development of 125 houses at Sector 4 at Woodlands Park is 
contained wholly within Little Easton parish east of the bypass.  Little 
Easton Parish Council has requested a community governance review  
so that the entire development site can be transferred to Great Dunmow. 
In that case they would be included within North Ward (although it would  
require a consequential changes order to be made by the Local  
Government Boundary Commission to change the ward boundary).  This 
would add another 200-250 electors to the North-West polling district in 
the longer term. 
 
In addition to the 600 houses mentioned above, there is approval for  
790 dwellings west of the bypass at Woodlands Park, and a further 690 
dwellings are going to planning appeal to the north of the approved site.   
Eventually, if all of the development were to be approved, there is the  
potential for an additional 2500 electors in this part of Dunmow. 
 
It must be said that Great Dunmow Primary School is not an ideal  
polling location and is not central to the polling district.  There is no  
parking provision at the school for electors.  However, there is no 
alternative building available at Woodlands Park and facilities at the  
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AHB  
cont. 

Great Dunmow North 
cont. 

Great Dunmow 
North-West cont. 

school are generally good.  For the purposes of this review, the only  
option is to retain the school as the polling place. 
 

 Great Dunmow 
North 
 

 3173  

AJA Great Dunmow South 
& Barnston 
 

Barnston 748 No changes proposed 

AJB Great Dunmow South 
& Barnston 

Great Dunmow 
South-East 

1987 No changes proposed 
 
Problems have been reported with access at the designated polling  
place at the New Street URC and a full report will be submitted to  
members after an evaluation has taken place.  No other polling locations 
have been suggested as part of this review and officers are not aware of 
a suitable alternative polling place in this part of Great Dunmow. 
 
In the longer term, there is planned development for some 550 new  
units within the South-East polling district adding nearly 1000 electors. 
This level of electorate growth would require polling district changes to  
be made but would need a suitable alternative polling place to be 
identified nearer to the bulk of the resident population.  In time such a 
building might become available. 
 

AJC Great Dunmow South 
& Barnston 
 

Great Dunmow 
South-West 

2130 No changes proposed but see comments above which might lead to a  
longer term change of boundaries affecting the whole of the South ward 
area. 
 

 Great Dunmow  
South & Barnston 

 4865  

AKA Hatfield Heath Hatfield Heath 1451 No changes proposed 
 

Page 12



 

7 
 

AKB Hatfield Heath White Roding 270 No changes proposed 
 

 Hatfield Heath 
 

 1721  

ALA High Easter & the  
Rodings 
 

Aythorpe Roding 169 No changes proposed 

ALB High Easter & the  
Rodings 
 

High Easter 613 No changes proposed 

ALC High Easter & the  
Rodings 
 

High Roding 376 No changes proposed 

ALD High Easter & the  
Rodings  
 

Leaden Roding 510 No changes proposed 

ALE High Easter & the  
Rodings 
 

Margaret Roding 145 At present the whole of the polling district is designated as the polling 
Place.  This is unsatisfactory and a building should now be designated. 
 
The reason the whole polling district was designated previously was 
that no suitable building could be identified that would be available 
whenever required.  The Reid Rooms at Marks Hall Lane is the only 
potentially suitable building and has been used for elections on a  
number of previous occasions.  However, the Reid Rooms is hired as a 
wedding venue and has sometimes been unavailable for election use. 
 
On one occasion the village church was used for polling but this proved 
unsuitable in a number of respects. 
 
A further assessment of the feasibility of designating the Reid Rooms for 
Election use will be made and reported back to members.   
 

Page 13



 

8 
 

 High Easter & the  
Rodings 
 

 1813  

AMA Littlebury, Chesterford 
& Wenden Lofts 
 

Chrishall 451 No changes proposed 
 
 
 

AMB(i) Littlebury, Chesterford 
& Wenden Lofts 

Duddenhoe End & 
Wenden Lofts (part 
in Elmdon parish) 
 

176 No changes proposed 
 
Note: this polling district comprises two parts as Elmdon and Wenden  
Lofts are separate parishes (although in the same grouped parish  
council) but the same polling place can be designated as separate 
polling stations will be used only in the event of contested parish  
elections.  In effect, it is the same polling district. 
  

AMB(ii) Littlebury, Chesterford 
& Wenden Lofts 

Duddenhoe End & 
Wenden Lofts (part 
in Wenden Lofts 
parish) 
 

63 No changes proposed  
 
Refer to note above for description of polling arrangements 

AMC Littlebury, Chesterford 
& Wenden Lofts 
 

Elmdon 278 No changes proposed 

AMD Littlebury, Chesterford 
& Wenden Lofts 
 

Great Chesterford 1137 No changes proposed 

AME(i) Littlebury, Chesterford 
& Wenden Lofts 
 

Littlebury Green & 
Strethall (part in  
Littlebury parish) 
 

208 No changes proposed 
 
Note: this polling district comprises two parts as Littlebury and Strethall 
are separate parishes but the same polling place can be designated as 
Strethall is too small to be designated separately. 
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AME(ii) Littlebury, Chesterford 
& Wenden Lofts 
 

Littlebury Green & 
Strethall (part in 
Strethall parish) 
 

19 No changes proposed 
 
See note above for description of polling arrangements 

AMF Littlebury, Chesterford 
& Wenden Lofts 
 

Littlebury Village 500 No changes proposed 

AMG Littlebury, Chesterford 
& Wenden Lofts 
 

Little Chesterford 167 No changes proposed 

AMH Littlebury, Chesterford 
& Wenden Lofts 
 

Wendens Ambo 339 No changes proposed 

 Littlebury, 
Chesterford & 
Wenden Lofts 
 

 3338  

ANA Newport Newport 1912 No changes proposed 
 

ANB Newport Quendon & Rickling 484 No changes proposed 
 

ANC Newport Widdington 394 No changes proposed 
 

 Newport 
 

 2790  

AOA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saffron Walden 
Audley 
 
 
 
 
 

Audley North 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1134 
+128 

=1262 

A change to the polling district boundary is proposed to take account of  
alterations to the ward boundary, provide for a more strongly defined  
polling district boundary and achieve a better balance between the  
number of electors registered in each part. 
 
An area in the north of the polling district containing 160 electors has  
been transferred from Audley to Castle ward.  This leaves 1134 electors 
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AOA  
Cont. 

Saffron Walden 
Audley cont. 

Audley North cont. in Audley North. 
 
To achieve a better defined boundary, it is proposed to realign the  
boundary to run from the ward boundary at the junction with South Road 
westerly along the centre of Station Road to the junction of Debden  
Road, then northwards along the centre of Debden Road to the junction 
with London Road and High Street, then following the existing polling 
district boundary to the ward boundary.  This small change would 
transfer 120 electors from Audley South to Audley North. 
 
It is not proposed to change the polling place.  The Town Hall has no 
parking facilities but Audley North serves the town centre and most  
electors can access the polling station on foot. 
 

AOB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saffron Walden  
Audley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audley South 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2425 
-128 

=2297 
 

A change to the polling district boundary is proposed having the effect  
of transferring 120 electors to Audley North (see revised boundary  
definition above). 
 
A block of 261 electors between West Road and Mount Pleasant Road 
has been transferred to Shire ward. 
 
Problems have been experienced at the designated polling place at the 
Friends’ School at some elections when the Assembly Hall has been 
unavailable during school exam periods.  At the most recent European 
election the returning officer was obliged to locate a mobile unit in the  
car park at the school.  This is a costly arrangement and poses immense  
organisational difficulties. 
 
The school has now written to propose that a mobile unit is used at  
every election to minimise disruption at the school.  In the judgement of 
officers, the use of a mobile unit for almost 2500 electors is 
unsatisfactory as it would not provide convenient facilities for voters. 
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AOB  
cont. 
 

Saffron Walden 
Audley cont. 

Audley South cont. It is proposed to designate an alternative location if a suitable building 
can be found. 
 
This will not be a straightforward exercise for a variety of reasons.  The 
Friends’ School is located outside the polling district in Shire ward but  
close to the border and can therefore be said to be a convenient  
location for electors in Audley South. 
 
The only other potential locations within the polling district appear to be  
the County High School site and the Council Offices.  An assessment of 
all of these locations will be made and reported back to members. 
 

 Saffron Walden 
Audley 
 

 3559 
 

 

APA Saffron Walden 
Castle 
 

Castle South-East 1069 No change is proposed except for a minor alteration to the description of 
the polling district boundary to reflect the revised ward boundary.  It will 
now read that it will run north from the ward boundary on Ashdon Road 
from a point to the west of 2 Ashdon Road and will then follow the 
original boundary line to the northern ward boundary. 
 
A block of 641 electors between Ashdon Road and East Street and 
Radwinter Road has been transferred to Shire ward. 
 
If polling district boundaries stay the same this will lead to a short-term  
Imbalance between the South-East and South-West units.  However, the 
boundary is sound and provides convenient facilities for electors. 
 
Development south of Ashdon Road, on the Willis and Gambier site, and  
at Ridgeons will restore the electorate total close to the existing number. 
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APB Saffron Walden 
Castle 
 

Castle South-West 1920 No change proposed 
 
A block of 160 electors between Castle Street and Church Street has  
been transferred from Audley ward. 
 
The Governors at St Mary’s School have asked (not as part of this 
review, but previously) for consideration to be given to locating polling 
facilities at the Parish Rooms on the site of St Mary’s Parish Church. 
This would avoid the school having to close. 
 
The returning officer is entitled to use, free of charge, a school or other 
building maintained by public money. 
 
The main hall at the Primary School is ideal for election use but it does  
require closure of the school on polling days.  The returning officer has 
investigated the option of using another room to enable the school to  
remain open but this has not proved to be feasible. 
 
The Parish Rooms was used as a designated polling place for Castle  
ward many years ago.  The polling place changed to the school when it 
became apparent that the Parish Rooms was too congested to provide 
for the efficient throughput of large number of electors and also lacks  
any parking space. 
 
An assessment of both buildings will be reported back to members. 
 

 Saffron Walden 
Castle 
 
 
 
 

 2989  
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AQA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saffron Walden 
Shire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shire North 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2908 
+36 

=2944 

A change is proposed to the polling district boundary to take account of 
approved development on the Manor Oak site and, depending on the 
outcome of the planning appeal, potential development on the Keir  
Homes site, and at a later date in between those sites.  This will involve 
the transfer from Shire South of 36 electors at Thaxted Road. 
 
A block of 641 electors between Ashdon Road and Radwinter Road has  
been transferred from Castle ward. 
 
A further block of 261 electors between West Road and Mount Pleasant 
Road has been transferred from Audley ward. 
 
The polling boundary description should now read: 
 
That part of Shire ward to the north of a line running eastwards from the 
Ward boundary at the junction of Mount Pleasant Road with Debden  
Road along the centre of Mount Pleasant Road and then Peaslands  
Road to the junction of that road with Thaxted Road, and the following 
the centre of Thaxted Road southwards to the ward boundary. 
 
The addition of 900 electors places Shire North at the upper limit of the  
number of electors to be included in a single polling district.  In the view 
of officers, 3,000 electors is the maximum number of electors that  
should be accommodated in one polling district.  Quite apart from this 
increase, the developments at Manor Oak and potentially other sites will 
take the number of electors well over the optimum number to be 
accommodated at a single polling place. 
 
It is not considered feasible to divide the polling district into more than 
one polling unit at this stage because of a lack of suitable polling places 
to cater for the new area that would be created.  It is also not possible at 
this stage to identify a suitable polling boundary line. 
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AQA 
cont. 

Saffron Walden 
Shire cont. 
 

Shire North cont. 
 
 

 
The challenge for now is to ensure that reasonable and effective 
arrangements can be put in place for the 2015 elections.  Beyond that, it  
will probably be necessary to carry out an interim review at some time  
after 2015 to ensure that polling arrangements are adequate to meet 
existing needs.  It is seemingly inevitable that such a review will be 
needed. 
 
As for the identification of a suitable polling place, the RA Butler School 
is considered to be satisfactory at the present time subject to some 
adjustments being made to polling arrangements on the day.  This is a 
matter for the returning officer to determine.   
 
The only other potential polling places located within the polling district 
boundary are the St Thomas Moore School and Four Acres Common  
Room, both located off South Road, close to the RA Butler School, and 
a church building at Shire Hill.  An assessment can be made but none of 
these possible alternative buildings would make better provision for  
3000 electors and in most cases the facilities provided there would be 
Inferior. 
 

AQB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saffron Walden Shire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shire South 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2560 
-36 

=2524 
 

No change proposed, except for the proposed redefinition of the polling 
district boundary resulting in the transfer to Shire North of 36 electors at 
Thaxted Road. 
 
However, Golden Acre Community Centre has quite a small internal  
space bearing in mind the need to accommodate 2500 electors with high  
turnout and three combined polls expected in 2015.  It might become 
necessary to consider the designation of a more spacious building. 
 
The only options for this seems to be either the Katherine Semar School 
or the Lord Butler Leisure and Fitness Centre.  An assessment of these 
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AQB 
cont. 

Saffron Walden Shire 
Cont. 
 

Shire South cont. buildings will be made and reported to members. 
 

 Saffron Walden  
Shire 
 

 5468  

ARA Stansted North Stansted East 1664 Some changes are being proposed to all of the polling districts in 
Stansted.  This will be needed to accommodate changes to the ward 
boundary and the merger of the whole of Forest Hall Park in one ward. 
 
A block of 1000 electors south of Chapel Hill has been transferred from 
South to North ward. 
 
It is suggested that the ward boundary follows the centre of Silver Street 
South of its junction with Chapel Hill to the ward boundary.  The effect of 
This changed polling district boundary will be to add 636 electors to 
the North-East district, to be renamed as Stansted East, and 364  
electors west of Silver Street will be added to Stansted North-West 
district, to be renamed as Stansted West. 
 
There are presently two polling places located within the revised polling 
district area – the Youth Centre in Lower Street, designated for the 
existing North-East area; and the Peter Kirk Centre, designated for the 
existing South-West area. 
 
It is proposed to designate the Peter Kirk Centre as the polling place for 
the revised Stansted East polling district.  The location is more central  
for the area being served and the building is considered to have better  
facilities for electors, including access arrangements. 
 
 
 

Page 21



 

16 
 

ARB Stansted North Stansted West 1733 Please see text above for an explanation of the proposed revised polling 
district boundary.  The polling district will be renamed as Stansted West. 
 

 Stansted North 
 

 3397  

ASA Stansted South & 
Birchanger 
 

Birchanger 748 No change proposed 

ASB Stansted South & 
Birchanger 

Stansted South 2497 
+97 

=2594 

It is proposed to merge the remainder of the old South-East and South- 
West polling districts, together with the Forest Hall Park polling district 
area transferred from Birchanger to Stansted parish, into a new enlarged 
Stansted South polling district.  A total of 97 electors from the Old Bell 
Close area are added from what remained of the South-West district 
west of the railway line and that polling district will cease to exist. 
 
The polling district is towards the upper range in terms of the number of 
electors to be included on the register and there is further development  
to come on stream.  At some stage it will probably be necessary to  
divide the area into more than one polling district.  However, at the 
moment, there are no suitable locations that can be designated as 
polling places to the north of Forest Hall Park. 
 
It is proposed that the new primary school at Forest Hall Park should be 
considered for designation as the polling place instead of the Romeera 
Centre.  The buildings will be evaluated and a report made to members. 
 

 Stansted South & 
Birchanger 
 

 3342  

ATA Stort Valley Berden 380 No change proposed 
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ATB Stort Valley Farnham 326 No change proposed 
 

ATC Stort Valley Manuden 513 It is proposed to designate the new Village Community Centre as the  
polling place instead of the old village hall which is no longer in use.   
The new centre is less central but does provide convenient facilities  
for electors.  It has been used at one election already. 
 

ATD Stort Valley Ugley 370 No change proposed 
 

 Stort Valley  
 

1589  

AUA(i) Takeley Broxted & Chickney 
(part in Broxted 
parish) 
 

425 As explained below, the polling district will be enlarged by the addition 
of electors in Chickney as a result of the change in ward boundaries. 
 
This polling district comprises two parts as Broxted and Chickney are 
separate parishes.  The same polling place can be designated as  
Chickney is too small to have separate polling facilities.  In effect, it is  
one polling district and separation would be needed only in the event 
of a contested parish election.    
 

AUA(ii) Takeley Broxted & Chickney 
(part in Chickney 
parish) 

32 Refer to note above for description of polling arrangements.    
 
Chickney was previously attached to Henham for polling district  
purposes as it was included in the Elsenham & Henham ward but has 
 now been transferred to Takeley and will therefore now be re-attached 
 to Broxted. 
 

AUB Takeley Little Canfield 718 No change proposed 
 
Please note that electors resident at Priors Green but included within  
Little Canfield parish cannot be allocated to the Community Centre at 
Priors Green as they are not registered in Takeley parish. 
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AUC Takeley Mole Hill Green 94 No change proposed 
 

AUD Takeley Takeley Priors  
Green 

1245 No change proposed 
 
 

AUE Takeley Takeley Village 1925 No change proposed 
 

 Takeley 
 

 4439  

AVA Thaxted & the  
Eastons 

Duton Hill 306 No change proposed 
 
Note that Tilty was attached to Duton Hill for polling district purposes 
prior to 2003 when ward boundaries changed.  There is no proposal to 
link Duton Hill and Tilty again at this stage. 
 

AVB(i) Thaxted & the 
Eastons 

Great Easton &  
Tilty (part in Great 
Easton parish) 
 

419 No change proposed but see comment above 
 
The polling district comprises two parts as Great Easton and Tilty are 
separate parishes, though linked in a grouped parish council.  In effect  
it is a single polling district as separate polling arrangements would be 
necessary only in the event of a contested parish election. 
 

AVB(ii) Thaxted & the  
Eastons 

Great Easton & 
Tilty (part in Tilty 
parish) 

77 No change proposed 
 
As stated above Duton Hill has now been reunited with the remainder 
of Great Easton parish in a single ward and there is the option to attach 
Tilty to Duton Hill for polling district purposes.  However, no change is  
being proposed at this stage. 
 

AVC Thaxted & the  
Eastons 
 

Lindsell 212 No change proposed 
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AVD Thaxted & the  
Eastons 
 

Little Easton 340 No change proposed 
 
Please note that development of 125 dwellings at Woodlands Park 
Sector 4 is contained wholly within Little Easton parish and the Parish 
Council has requested a Community Governance Review to enable a 
change of parish boundaries to take place.  That review is on hold at 
present (please refer to comments under AHB Great Dunmow North- 
West).  
 

AVE Thaxted & the  
Eastons 
 

Thaxted 2271 No change proposed 
 
Please note that further significant residential development in Thaxted 
might lead to the need to the necessity to divide the parish into more  
than one polling district.  There is no need to do that at present. 
 

 Thaxted 
 

 3625  

AWA(i) The Sampfords Great & Little 
Sampford (part in  
Great Sampford 
parish) 
 

459 No change proposed 
 
In reality, Great and Little Sampford should be separate for polling  
district purposes.  They were united into a single polling district because 
no suitable location could be located in Little Sampford.  The 
arrangements have operated with no apparent difficulty for a number of 
years.  Separate polling stations would be needed only in the event of a 
contested parish election. 
 

AWA(ii) The Sampfords Great & Little  
Sampford (part in 
Little Sampford 
parish) 
 

208 No change proposed 
 
Refer to comments above about polling arrangements. 
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AWB The Sampfords Hempstead 339 No change proposed 
 

AWC The Sampfords Little Bardfield 223 No change proposed 
 

AWD The Sampfords Radwinter 505 No change proposed 
 

 The Sampfords 
 

 1734  

 Total electorate for 
Uttlesford as at 1  
July 2014 
 

 63896  
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